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PREFACE. 



THIS book was to have formed the second volume of 
Rgvedic India, but as the subject-matter dealt in it is mainly 
cultural, I have designated it as Rgvedic Culture, forming 
as it does a complete volume by itself. 

I have attempted in the First Chapter, with what success 
I do not know, to meet the objections raised against the 
acceptance of iny theory regarding the original cradle of the 
Aryans in ancient Sapta-Sindhu (or the Punjab) by such 
distinguished European savants as Dr, Sten Konow of Christ- 
iana University and Prof. M. VVinlerniti of Prague Univer- 
sity. 

In the light of the opinions of some modern Geologists, 
I have consistently brought down the age of a different 
distribution of land and water fevidences of which are 
revealed in the Rgveda) and hence of the real beginnings 
of Rgvedic culture ttself, to about ao.ooo or 25.000 B. C., a 
date which, following the method adopted by Prof. Flinders 
Petrie in calculating the earliest age oi ancient Egyptian 
culture, can be reached back approximately by assigning 1500 
years to the duration of each of the ten different periods of 
Vedic culture, that I have pointed out in this book. 

From astronomical calculations, based on the position of 
certain stars mentioned in some of the Rgvedic mantras, the 
vast antiquity of the Rgveda and Rgvedic culture can also be 
inferred. Profs. Pisehel and Geldner in their Vedischt 
Studio 1 (Vol. VII, Part 1 ) recognised the value and import- 
ance of such calculations. In India, the late Mr. B. G. 
Tilak attempted to prove in his Orion the antiquity of some 
hymns of the Rgveda by a similar process. In his opinion, 
the VrsiWqpi hymn (Rv. x. 68) “ gives us not only a descrip- 
tion of the const, nations of Oiiun and Canis (verses 4 and 
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5), but clearly and expressly defines the position of the 
Sun when lie passed to the north of the Equator in old times 
{verse 2a)/ 1 Mr. V. B. Ketkar of Poona, another Vedic 
scholar, has proved from a statement in the TaittirXya Br&Ji - 
mafia (iii., 4, 1, 5) that Bfhaspatl, or the planet Jupiter, was 
first discovered when confronting or nearly occulting the 
star Ti$ya about 4650 B. C. This veteran scholar also read a 
paper before the First Oriental Conference held at Poona in 
1917, wherein (lie states) 1 have proved on Astronomical evi- 
dence and Pauranic account that the Rajputana and Gangctic 
Seas nearly separating the Jambu-dvlpa from the Punjab and 
the Himalayas disappeared after 7500 B.C. by the upheaval, 
partly volcanic and partly seismic, of their beds.” The above 
extracts from his letter, addressed to the author soon after the 
publication of his book llguedic India, go to prove and contirm 
the internal evidences in the Rgveda of a different distribu- 
tion of land and water in the Punjab in Rgvedic times, which 
have been pointed out in that hook. Mr. D. MukhopAdhylya, 
in an article on " Hindu Nakyatras" published in the Journal 
oj the Department of Science (Calcutta University, Vol. vi, 
pp. 19-20), holds the opinion that " the VrySkapi hymn 
takes us back to the period even beyond 16000 B.C. 1 ' Prof. 
Bloomfield pointed out, while reviewing Mr. Tilak's Orion , 
that 44 the language and literature of the Vedas is by no 
means so primitive as to place with it the real beginnings of 
Aryan life... These in all probability and in all due modera- 
tion reach back several thousands of years mor* M than 4500 
B.C. which was aligned by Mr. Tilak to the composition of 
some of the Rgvedic mantras . 

From a cultural point of view also, it will be seen from 
a perusal of thi« book that Rgvedic culture passed through 
all the different stages of its evolution in Sapta-Sindhu from 
the early Neolithic to the recent, and that there was a conti- 
nuity in this culture, without break, for over 20,000 years. 
Considered from all these different stand-points, the date 
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assigned by me to the beginnings of tins culture will, I trust, 
not be found by scholars to be either improbable, or too 
early. 

If the proofs, adduced by me, be found convincing, or 
even probable, I think it will not be unreasonable for me 
to hope that they will sufficiently justify the necessity for 
starting a fresh enquiry with regard to the original cradle of 
the Aryans on their basis, or on the basis of such other fresh 
proofs as may be forthcoming or available. During the last 
one hundred years, the cradle has been shifted by generations 
of Oriental Scholars from one country to another, from 
Kashmir and Bactria to Central Asia, from Central Asia to 
Mesopotamia, from Mesopotamia to the Arctic regions, from 
the Arctic regions to Northern and Central Europe, and from 
there to a region, said to have been lo*t in the Mediterranean 
Sea. I have tried to shift it back again to ancient Sapta- 
Sindhu or the Punjab, which included Kashmir, GandhSra 
and Bactria in Rgvcdic times. It is for Oriental Scholars to 
judge whether 1 have made out a case for the revision of the 
current theory. 

This highly controversial matter apart, the book, it is 
hoped, will be found interesting by Vedic students and 
scholars in so far as it seeks to reconstruct the life of the 
ancient Aryans, as it was actually lived by them in the 
Punjab in Rgvedic limes, and also gives glimpses of the 
different phases of their all-round wonderful culture. I have 
depended on the result* of my own researches, supplemented 
by those of renowned Vedic scholars, Indian, European and 
American, to all of whom I acknowledge my indebtedness. I 
have availed myself of the valuable materials embodied in 
Profs. Macdonell and Keith's Vedic Index, and Prof. Mac- 
donell'l Vedic Mythology , and adopted thrir views where I 
have agreed, and criticized them where I have differed. All 
authorities quoted or referred to have been mentioned in the 
foot-notes and Bibliography. 
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I cannot conclude without expresssing my thanks to 
Mr. H. G. Wells who has kindly permitted me to reproduce 
two maps from his excellent work, The Outline of History , 
and to make some excerpts from it in support of some of my 
points. His two maps of India will be found wonderfully to 
tally in their broad outlines with the map I drew up for 
Rgvedic India, consistently with the geographical evidences 
found in the Rgveda, and the results of investigations 
made by Geologists. I have also reproduced from his work 
three sketches, viz., those of Pithecanthropus erectus, the 
Neanderthal man and the Cro*Magnon man, for which I keg 
to acknowledge to him my indebtedness. 

Lastly, I would humbly bespeak the patience, indulgence 
and tolerance of such Vedic students and scholars as may 
not agree with me in the views propounded in this book and 
in Rgvedic India. There is nothing. like finality in views 
that are mainly based on mere intelligent guesses, surmises 
and probabilities rather than on positive and incontestable 
historical proofs, and there shot' Id he room enough for a fresh 
view, based on fresh material*, in an arena where so many 
have struggled anti are still struggling lor existence and 
recognition. Truth can only be arrived at, not certainly by 
stifling any independent opinion, boldly expressed and 
formulated, but by encouraging it and giving it a patient 
hearing. Time alone can show whether any view has its 
justification or not, and to the verdict of this great Tribunal, 

I humbly submit myself. 



1 



Calcutia University 
October, tgJS- 



A. C. DAS. 
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RGVED1C CULTURE. 



CHAPTER I. 



INTRODUCTION: TIIE ANTIQUITY OF RGVEDIC CULTURE. 

Three objections seem, at present, to stand out against 
the acceptance of the theory propounded by me in my book 
Rgvedic India 1 about the original cradle of the Aryan race 
in ancient Sapta-Sindhavah or the Punjab. The first objec* 
tion is with regard to the geological evidence of a different 
distribution of land and water in Northern India, which 
coincides, in my opinion, with the internal evidence of the 
Rgvcda about the actual existence ol such a distribution in 
Rgvedic times, and the consequent inference of the vast 
antiquity of Rgvedic culture and civilisation. The second 
objection is the difficulty felt by modern scholars in believing 
(admitting that the geological evidence was correct] that the 
Aryans, who were a highly intellectual race, were so slow 
in developing their culture through several millenniums. 
And the third objection is that advanced by Professor M. 
Winternitx of Prague University in his Readership Lecture 
delivered at the University of Calcutta in August 1923, to 
the effect 11 that it is absolutely impossible that the language 
of the Rgveda should be so little different as it is from the 
Old Persian in the 6th Century B. C , and from the Sanskrit 
of Pftnini and PataAjali, if it had be^n the language of a 
people that lived even only in the Quaternary! to say 
nothing of the Miocene or Pliocene epochs M (rid* also 
Calcutta Review, Novenber 1933, P. 137). I admit the 



1 lie India, Calcutta University, 1921. 





